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VOLUME 8 
 

January 28, 1941, #3420, page 83. Roncalli to Maglione  -- on a Jewish refugee named, 
Eduardo Luberski, who planned to head to the USA, and another refugee, Casimiro 
Bober, who planned going to Palestine. 
 
September 18, 1942, #4068, p. 647: Roncalli to Nuncio in France Valeri – request the 
intervention of the Nuncio in France to facilitate the transit of a group of Jews living in 
Perpignan. 
 
  

VOLUME 9 
 

January 22, 1943, #4129, pp. 87-88, Roncalli to Maglione – informs that he arranged for 
Barlas to be in touch with Father Arthur Hughes, the Apostolic Delegate in Egypt. “They 
understood each other well,” Roncalli gladly underlines. Roncalli has also agreed to send 
Barlas’ request to Maglione.  
 
Barlas’ request reads: 1) “Inquire with the governments of the neutral nations whether they 
would be prepared to grant temporary asylum to the Jews presently in the Nazi-occupied 
countries… 2) Inquire whether the German government would be prepared to grant permission to 
the Jews to leave the occupied countries (around 5,000 persons can move to Palestine, in 
addition to 700 women and children presently in Poland, whose husbands and fathers are in 
Palestine;  3) Declare, possibly in an appeal on the radio, that helping the persecuted Jews is 
considered a good deed by the Church.” Roncalli adds a personal positive comment to this 
request by Barlas: “Everything in this report by Mr. Bader (sic: Barlas) is, after all, known by 
everyone and does not require further comments.” 
 
 
March 13, 1943, #99, p. 185. Roncalli to Maglione – refers to a message of an official of 
the Jewish Agency, named Kaplan, in relation to the danger of deportation of 20,000 
Jews from Slovakia, for whom Vatican assistance is requested.  
 
“Palestine Jewish Agency, through representative Kapl[an], requests that the following be 
communicated. Around 20,000 Jews, who remained in Slovakia, are at risk of being deported to 
Poland at the end of March. They plead for the Holy Father’s intervention with that government 
in order to prevent this measure…. Obtain that 1000 (?) [sic] Jewish children be able to emigrate 
to Palestine as per British authorization…. and Turkish transit permission. The consent of the 
Slovak Government and, possibly, of Hungary is requested to allow the children to reside 
temporarily in those countries, while indispensable procedures are carried out. The Jewish 
agency will provide for everything; intervention is urgent. Report follows.” 
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Later that day: “I follow up on day’s dispatch by conveying the memorandum that I requested 
from Mr. Kaplan and Mr. Barlas of the “The Jewish Agency for Palestine” summarizing the 
meeting they had.” 
Maglione’s response of May 4, 1943 is noncommittal, adding that the Vatican is prepared to 
intervene, “if the circumstances so require it.” 
 
 
April 14, 1943, #4207, p. 310; Roncalli to Sister Maria Casilda de Sion, on the shipwreck 
of the Struma, in which he expresses his deep sympathy with the suffering of the Jews. 
 
“The Good Providence has helped me find a sufficiently prompt answer to the concerns of Mrs. 
Mayer (*). But what an answer. The first announcement in February contained the truth 
concerning the fate of the “Struma.” The unfortunate ship has sunk and only one man was 
rescued, one Zelia Stoliaro, who now is in Tel Aviv. My informer could not be more certain. Most 
Reverend Mother. We are faced with one of the greatest mysteries of the history of humanity. 
Poor sons of Israel. I constantly hear their laments around me. I lament their loss and I do my 
best to help them. They are Jesus’ relatives and fellow citizens. May the Divine Savior help 
them…. Please convey to Mrs. Mayer my heartfelt condolences and assure her that she is in my 
prayers. Her daughter’s sacrifice will not be in vain in front of God.” 
(*) Mrs. Mayer inquired about the fate of her daughter, who was on board the ship Struma. 
 
 
May 4, 1943, #153, p. 272; Maglione to Roncalli – Holly See confirms to have carried 
out Roncalli’s request with regard to Slovak Jews. Holy See has taken action in that 
regard. 
 
“I refer to your telegram n. 99 and report n. 4180. The Holy See has repeatedly intervened with 
the Slovak government in favor of non-Arians, with particular attention to the youth. It is still 
presently seeking the suspension of all transfers of Jews residing in Slovakia. With respect to the 
children that you have to our attention, the Holy See is prepared to intervene with the Hungary 
government, if the circumstances so required.” 
 
 
May 22, 1943, #4248, p. 306; Roncalli to Maglione -- sends to the Vatican a list of 
names of Jewish persons, received from Dr. Markus, the Ashkenazi rabbi in Istanbul, and 
requests Papal intervention for them, such as allowing them to leave countries under 
German occupation, and transit to other countries, via Italy.  The list includes rabbis and 
eminent scholars and their families. Also requests Papal intervention for a group of 
people, names given to him by Rabbi Markus. Roncalli: “I deemed it best to just offer my 
sympathy and encourage him to write down his thoughts. I convey now his letter [dated, 10 May 
1943] and the list of the poor unfortunates, who are in such great danger.” 
 
May 30, 1943, #114,  p. 321; Roncalli requests Vatican intervention in favor of two 
groups of Jewish refugees in Slovakia and Croatia, one who has been interned in the 
Jasenovac concentration camp, for whom Papal help is requested. 
 
May 23, 1943, #3978, p. 361; Maglione to Roncalli with regard to his previous request of 
aid for Slovak Jews. 
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June 30, 1943, p. 371; Roncalli to King Boris of Bulgaria – asks for mercy of his 
country’s Jews. 
 
“As your Majesty is well aware, the Holy See, faithful to its tradition to multiply various forms of 
charitable assistance to those who suffer in the war, whatever language and nation, without 
excluding the sons of the Jewish people…., and I humbly seek to follow in that path. It is precisely 
in the fulfillment of this aid even to the Jews that prompts me to appeal to Your Majesty’s heart. I 
know very well that it is quite late – based on what I read of the news emanating from Bulgaria – 
that many of these Jewish persons are not without fault. But next to the guilty ones, there are so 
many innocent ones… Please permit me to attach on separate pages several of these cases. A 
word or a gesture of Your Majesty can make possible the protection and the saving of entire 
families.”  
Roncalli, in a separate note, adds his satisfaction that his appeal to the king proved 
successful, though not without difficulties. “His Majesty answered orally through 
Monsignors Mazzoli and Romanoff, as reported to me by Monsignor Righi and Father Ryan, that 
the king has done something, but, like everyone else, he encounters difficulties and asks for 
understanding. That intervening in individual cases provokes jealousy in others.  However, as I 
mentioned, he has acted.” 
 
July 14, 1943, p. 390, #10099, Nuncio Cassulo, in Bucharest, in a note to Maglione, 
alludes to a list of Jewish people from Transnistria that was delivered by Roncalli, asking 
for Cassulo’s intervention in their favor. Cassulo is pessimistic on help on his part to 
Jews in general in Transnistria. In his words, “I fear that there is not much that can be 
done.” 
 
August 20, 1943, #4332, p. 438; Roncalli to Maglione – excuses himself for badgering 
the Vatican with continuous pleadings by Jews for the Vatican’s intervention on their 
behalf, although these efforts are not always crowned with positive results. Still, the 
interventions on behalf of Roncalli instill courage among those Jewish petitioners, 
leading to renewed attempts to petition in favor of persons that they ask for assistance. 
 
“I convey this information regularly and as appropriate to the interested persons, who draw from 
it solace and are uplifted by it, even if the results of these actions do not always correspond to 
their wishes. In any event, the poor souls appear so satisfied that they regain the courage to try to 
solicit new interventions, either for different action or for the same actions but under different 
circumstances. What is there to do? I inform them again of what has already been attempted and 
I accept their new requests… I join these Jews in apologizing for the inconvenience caused by 
these requests, whose scant success is foreseeable. The exercise of continuous patience is in and 
of itself a partial success. And it is sufficient to act as encouragement.” 
 
 
September 4, 1943, #4344, p. 469; Roncalli to Maglione – asks for Papal intervention in 
favor of Italian Jews, and suggests allowing them to travel to Palestine.  
 
“I follow up on my devoted report, no.4332 of last August 20, to convey more requests for action 
in favor of Jews that have been submitted to me. The second of these requests aims at obtaining 
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the intervention of the Holy See in order to facilitate the exist of many Jews from Italian 
territory.”  
Roncalli then continues by stating that help to Jews to reach Palestine has nothing to do 
with the political attempts at reestablishing a Hebrew kingdom there, or any other similar 
messianic dream, and that the Vatican may be reassured that such goals are merely 
utopian. 
 
 
November 22 1943, p. 575; Rabbi Herzog, in a letter from Jerusalem, thanks Roncalli for 
his efforts with regard to Jewish refugees. Rabbi Herzog writes:  
 
“Mr. H. Barlas, the delegate of the Jewish Agency in Palestine has made known to me the very 
precious assistance that you always provide him in the efforts to aid to our unfortunate brothers 
and sisters that find themselves in Hitler’s hell, when it deals with countries where the spiritual 
influence of the Catholic church is quite strong. I know well that His Holiness, the Pope is 
profoundly opposed in his elevated soul to any persecution and especially to the ferocious 
persecution, without precedent in human history that the Nazis carry out against the Jewish 
people toward which the civilized world is so beholden from the spiritual aspect. I use this 
occasion to express to your Eminence my sincere thanks as well as my profound appreciation for 
your kind attitude towards Israel, and the very valuable aid rendered by the Catholic church to 
the Jewish people in distress. Please transmit to His Holiness, the Pope, these sentiments as well 
as the assurance that the Jewish people knows well to appreciate his help and his disposition.” 
 
 
December 6, 1943, p. 592 – Haim Barlas, of the Jewish Agency, asks for Roncalli’s 
intervention of in favor of Jews in northern Italy. 
 

 
VOLUME 10 

 
February 28, 1944, #4520, p. 161 – Rabbi Herzog, in Ankara, thanks Roncalli for his 
efforts on behalf of Jewish refugees.  
 
“Before leaving, God willing, this evening, I wish to express my deep gratitude for the energetic 
steps done by you, and that you will continue to do, to save our unhappy people, the innocent 
victims of the unprecedented horrors by a cruel country in total ignorance of religious principles 
that form the very basis of humanity. You follow the historical tradition, so highly humanitarian, 
of the Holy See, as well as the noble sentiments of your own heart! The Jewish people will never 
forget to rescue delivered to its unfortunate brothers and sisters by His Holiness and its leading 
delegates during this most saddening period of our history… May God bless you with the 
blessings of Zion and Jerusalem. With my deepest thanks of the good reception that you gave me 
as well as the honor bestowed on me.” 
 
 
March 16, 1944, #10858, p. 179; Cassulo (Bucharest) to Maglione – on actions taken in 
favor of Jews from Transnistria as requested by Roncalli. 
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March 23, 1944, #4521, p. 188 – Roncalli to Chaim Barlas – informs him that Cassulo 
will intervene in favor of Jews in Transnistria.  
 
“Your communication of the 8th of this month with regard to the visit of the Chief Rabbi, Dr. 
Herzog, has affected me with the same sentiments and wishes as yours. I thank you warmly for it 
and I ask you to express at the first occasion all my appreciation to the very dignified and most 
distinguished person for his letter of 28 February from Ankara, that has deeply touched me. The 
letters to Bucharest and Zagreb are on their way to their destinations… I have transmitted to the 
Holy See the kind appreciation of His Eminence the Chief Rabbi and his request for the 
intervention of the Holy Father on behalf of the Jews in Transnistria. The Vatican has 
immediately responded that the Nunciature in Bucharest will get involved in this important 
matter, and one may expect a favorable outcome… Always at your service and the good 
disposition toward all the Jewish brothers.” 
 
 
March 23, 1944, #4521, p. 355 – Nuncio Bernardini (Berne) to Maglione – about 
Roncalli’s request in favor of Jews in Budapest. 
 
July 11, 1944, #11127, p. 347 – Casullo to Maglione – on the evacuation of Jews from 
Romania by boat from port of Constanza heading to Istanbul, and carrying 739 Jewish 
passengers, among them 250 Jewish orphans from Transnistria. 
 
August 18, 1944, #4627, p. 389; Roncalli to Ira Hirschmann – on details of Roncalli’s 
assistance to Jewish refugees. 
 
“I hope you will not regard my delay in answering your letter and questionnaire of August 1, as 
an indication of my lack of interest in your humanitarian work. The many requests for the 
charitable intervention of the Apostolic Delegation in connection with the recent political events 
in Turkey [Turkey had severed relations with Germany] have prevented an earlier reply. I trust 
you will find the closed answers satisfactory and I repeat that I am always ready to help you in 
your charitable work as far as in my power and as far as circumstances permit. 
ANNEX: Reply to the Questionnaire Presented to the Apostolic Delegation by Mr. Ira A. 
Hirschmann on August 1, 1944: … 2a) At the request of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and of 
Chief-Rabbi Herzog, the Apostolic Delegation urged the Papal Secretariat of State to do all in its 
power to save the Jews in Hungary. The Secretariat of State replied that this was already being 
done and that the Apostolic Nuncio in Budapest was actively engaged in the same work.  2b) The 
Apostolic Delegation has forwarded by diplomatic courier several thousands of ‘Immigration 
Certificates’ destined for Jews in Hungary. These were delivered to the persons concerned by the 
good offices of the Apostolic Nunciature in Budapest and the same Apostolic Nuncio later 
informed that those certificates had enabled their owners to escape transportation and to obtain 
the necessary permissions for emigration… 4-5)… The Apostolic Delegation in Istanbul is always 
willing to transmit by courier to Budapest Immigration Certificates or other non-political 
documents which may be useful. It is also willing to recommend particular documents which may 
be useful. It is also willing to recommend particular cases to the special care of the Apostolic 
Nuncio, as has been done, for example, in the case of Rabbi Salomon Halberstan…. 8) In the 
present circumstances it would seem that the only assistance which the Apostolic Delegation can 
render in facilitating the emigration of Jews is in forwarding by courier the Immigration 
Certificates. 
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September 15, 1944, #98, p. 418 -- Monsignor Burzio, the Nuncio in Bratislava to 
Maglione – refers to Roncalli’s request for Vatican intervention in favor of Slovak Jews 
 
October 23, 1944, #696, p. 454 – Tardini to Bernardini – on the efforts of the Holy See 
in favor of Jews in Hungary and Slovakia, with reference to Roncalli’s #212 
communication. Roncalli had written: 
 
 “More than 5,000 Jews are being concentrated in the Sered camp, among them 
approximately 2,000 are in danger of deportation, which means a certain death. We are 
permitted to request the intervention of the Holy See in favor of those 2,000 Jews to save 
them from deportation and death.” 
 
 
March 23, 1945, #601/45, p. 565 – Roncalli, as Nuncio in France to Montini – requests 
information about Italian Jewish deported to Germany. 
 
 
 






















































































































